Olcmenin Otesinde: Atiflarin Sorumlu Arastirma Degerlendirmesindeki
Onemi ve Acik Atiflara Yonelik Temel Girisimler

Zehra Taskin

Bilimsel arastirmalarin siirdiiriilebilirligini saglamak i¢in hayati bir rol oynayan atiflar;
bilimsel alanlardaki gelismelerin takip edilmesine yardimci olur, yeni arastirmalar i¢in
ipuglar1 saglar ve bagkalarinin ¢caligmalariyla baglanti kurmaya olanak tanir. Bu baglantilar
deneylerin ve ¢alismalarin tekrarlanmasini miimkiin kilarken, bilginin ve yeniligin
ilerlemesini tesvik eder. Ayrica bibliyometrik aragtirmalar i¢in veri saglar ve arastirma
alanlarinin etkisini degerlendirmek i¢in de kullanilir. Ancak, giiniimiizde atiflarin misyonu bu
gorevlerle sinirl degildir. Sayilara dayali performans degerlendirmelerinin en temel
araclarindan biri olan atif sayilar1 aragtirmacilarin bilimsel seviyelerini 6l¢gmek i¢in kullanilan
en temel verilerden biridir. ‘Yayinla ya da yok ol’ yaklasimiyla her gegen yil sayilar1 artan
makalelerle paralel olarak bu yayinlarin sahip oldugu atiflarin etkili bir sekilde yonetilmesi,
diizenlenmesi, standartlastirilmasi ve sunulmasi da en 6nemli giindem maddelerinden biridir.
Ciink atiflarin hizla artan hacmi yonetim agisindan 6nemli zorluklar dogurmaktadir. Bu
zorluga yanit olarak, ‘agik atiflar’ i¢in ¢esitli girisimler ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu girisimler, tiim
atif verilerini erigilebilir hale getirmeyi ve agik erisim platformlar araciligryla herkese
sunmay1 amaglar. [40C, COCI ve Open Citations gibi diinya ¢apinda arastirma gruplari, atif
verilerinin agik erisimli hale getirilmesi konusunu aktif olarak tesvik etmektedir. Ancak,
yalnizca atif verilerini agik hale getirmek yeterli degildir. Verinin dogru, tutarli ve kapsamli
olmasini saglamak, farkli sistemlerin birbirleriyle iletisim kurabilmesini miimkiin kilmak ve
standart bir yap1 olusturmak da ayni derecede 6nemlidir.

Mevcut akademik manzaranin i¢inde, bilgi bilimi arastirmacilar1 atif verilerinin agik erigimini
savunmaktadirlar. Ornegin, Elsevier'n atif verilerini agik¢a paylagsmayi reddetmesi énemli
protestolara yol agmis, sonug olarak Elsevier'in 2021'in baglarinda atiflar1 acik¢a paylasma
taahhiidiinde bulunmasina yol agmistir. Artik fon verenlerin finansmanin bir kosulu olarak
acik atif veri paylagimini talep etmeleri beklenmektedir. Ulusal atif dizinlerini gelistiren
birgok iilke, bu dizinler igindeki tiim atif verilerinin agik¢a paylasilmasini desteklemektedir.

Bu sunumda, TUBITAK ULAKBIM tarafindan finanse edilen "Tiirk¢e Bilimsel Literatiir i¢in
Sirdiriilebilir Agik Atif Verisi" baslikli projenin ilk bulgulari paylasilacaktir. Bu bulgular,
Tiirkge bilimsel atiflarin uluslararasi standartlarla uyumlu hale getirilmesi, kiiresel agik atif
sistemleri ile uyumlulugunun artirilmasi ve arastirmacilar i¢in erisilebilirligi artirma
konusunda bir tartismay1 tesvik edecektir.
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Beyond Quantification: The Significance of Citations in Responsible Research
Assessment and Key Initiatives toward Open Citations

Citations play a vital role in the world of academic research. They help us understand what
has been done in various fields, provide clues for our own research, and allow us to connect
with the work of others. These connections enable the replication of experiments and studies,
fostering the progress of knowledge and innovation. However, in today's academic world,
where research evaluation often focuses solely on numbers, the meaning and purpose of
citations have evolved. Additionally, with the explosion of research publications, the number
of citations has skyrocketed. This has raised important questions about how to manage,
organize, standardize, and present this wealth of citation data effectively.

Citations are not only essential for bibliometric studies and evaluating the impact of research
fields but also a fundamental part of assessing individual researchers and their contributions.
Yet, the ever-increasing volume of citations poses significant challenges for management. To
address this challenge, initiatives for "open citations" have emerged. These initiatives aim to
make all citation data openly accessible to everyone through open-access platforms. Various
research groups worldwide, such as 140C, COCI, and Open Citations, are actively promoting
the concept of open access to citation data. However, merely making citation data open is not
enough. Ensuring the data is accurate, consistent, and comprehensive, enabling different
systems to communicate with each other, and establishing a standardized structure are equally
important. The current issue of natural language indexing in citation indexes further
complicates standardization efforts.

In the present academic landscape, information science researchers are actively advocating for
open access to citation data. For example, the refusal of Elsevier to share citation data openly
led to significant protests, ultimately resulting in Elsevier's commitment to open citation
sharing in early 2021. It is now expected that funders will require open citation data sharing as
a condition of funding. Many countries that have developed their national citation indexes
also support the open sharing of all citation data within these indexes.

In this presentation, | will share the initial findings of the TUBITAK ULAKBIM-funded
project titled "Sustainable Open Citation Data for Turkish Scientific Literature." These
findings will stimulate a discussion on how to align Turkish scientific citations with
international standards, enhance compatibility with global open citation systems, and improve
accessibility for researchers.



